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At our meeting this month we will be vot-

ing on the proposed changes to the 

CMWA Bylaws.  These changes are de-

fined in an attachment to this newsletter. 

They have been reviewed and unani-

mously approved by our CMWA Board.   

Please familiarize yourself with these 

changes and be prepared to vote on them.  

A 2/3 majority of those voting is neces-

sary for the changes to be approved. 

Mark your calendars for a special CMWA 

meeting on October 20.  We will be having a joint meeting with the Central 

MN Builders Association to be held at the St. Cloud Public Library.  Cy Va-

lerius, our Marketing Director, has been working with Osborne Wood 

Products to set this meeting up.  Osborne will be sending Tim Revis from 

Atlanta as their presenter.  Tim is the design specialist in Osborne's mar-

keting department.  His background is in interior design, having worked in 

that field for 25 years. He holds a masterôs degree in historic preservation 

from The University of Georgia with his specialty being the evolution and 

development of the 20th century American kitchen. He has developed a 

series of talks that are designed to appeal not only to designers and cabinet 

makers, but to anyone with an interest in how our kitchens evolved and 

why they developed in the manner they have.  It should make for a very 

interesting meeting (maybe even spouses would be interested). 
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Dues: $30 

Mail to:  CMWA 

 PO Box 1955 

 St. Cloud, MN  56302-1955 

Benefits: 

Informational monthly program in-

cluding seminars,  guest speakers, 

demonstrations and hands-on ses-

sions 

Instructive monthly newsletters  

Card entitling you to discounts at the 

following suppliers: Acme Tools, 

Youngblood Lumber, Renneberg 

Lumberé 

Current Membership:  99  

Membership Information  

Ar t i c le  Rev iew  ( gs )  

Jack Kelly recently shared an inter-

esting article called ñWhere Does the 

Glue Goò out of the Popular Wood-

working Magazine, October 2010. 

The author and one of his editors 

performed a simple experiment.  

They glued three mortise and tenon 

joints differently.  In the first joint 

they put a bead of glue in the mor-

tise and slid the tenon into the joint.  

In the second joint, they put a bead 

of glue on the tenon and inserted it.  

In the third joint they brushed the 

mortise and tenon surfaces with 

glue.  After letting the joints set for 

an hour, they examined them 

(Plexiglas window on one side of the 

joint) and saw that the glue brushed 

on both surfaces provided a more uni-

form distribution of glue and impreg-

nation into the wood.   

Their final recommendation was to 

spread glue on both surfaces, but mini-

mize the amount of glue applied in or-

der to avoid squeeze out. 

Newsletter 

The CMWA is a group of men and women from around the St. Cloud, Minnesota 

area who share a common interest in the art and business of woodworking and/or 

woodturning.  We meet monthly and share information, techniques and topics of 

interest in the area of woodworking and/or woodturning.  

Visit us at:  www.thecmwa.com  

Email us at: newsletter@thecmwa.com  
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Woodworkersô August Meeting ( gs )  

In August, approximately 24 mem-

bers toured Glacial Wood Products 

in Brooten, MN.   The father and son 

owners, along with several employ-

ees, showed us around their two 

companies.  The one company spe-

cializes in a variety of turned and 

milled wood products.  The other 

company produces wooden baseball 

bats for all levels of baseball, up 

through the professional  ranks.  

Much of the work in both shops is 

computerized, which speeds up the 

production process and improves 

quality control.  I was impressed by 

their attention to detail.  They dis-

cussed at great length the character-

istics of various types of wood and 

wood drying techniques, and how 

they affect the quality of their end 

products.  The baseball bat division 

must pay particularly close attention  

to quality of the wood.  They select 

mostly maple and ash for their bats 

from the Northeast (Pennsylvania 

and New York).  They explained a 

new method in which some mills are 

starting to dry wood electronically 

(similar to microwaving).  They are 

finding that electronically dried 

wood provides them with a much 

more consistent end product 

(baseball bats). 

Several members listen and watch 

as a baseball bat is turned on an 

automated lathe.  The turned, un-

finished bats and end products are 

shown below. 
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Saw B lade  C leaner  (gs )  

Keeping your saw blades clean re-

duces power demand and improves 

quality of the cut.  

Most sources agree that oven clean-

ers are the fastest acting and strong-

est pitch removers,  but also the 

most caustic.  According to (http://

w w w . w o o d b i n . c o m / m i s c /

sawblade_cleaning.htm) the orange 

colored citrus based cleaner usually 

ranks second, followed by ñSimple 

Green.ò  

Iôve used oven cleaner in the past 

and found it to be fast-acting yet 

caustic to work with.  So, I bought 

Rubbermaid Commercial Quality 

Concentrated Orange Cleaner & De-

greaser from Menards.  I  was im-

pressed.  After soaking a table saw 

blade for just a few minutes in a 

round Tupperware container, lightly 

brushing it with brass bristles and 

rinsing it with water, the blade was 

completely free of any residue.  I was 

surprised how effective it was and 

pleased with how much less caustic it 

seemed to be. 

Have any of you tried Simple Green?  

If so, please contact me.   Iôll share 

your response in a future newsletter. 

Too l  Corner  (gs )  

When installing cabinets or working 

in tight quarters, have you ever 

wished you had a small portable 

right angle driver/drill?  Using 

stubby hand drivers often will work 

but banging oneôs knuckles is com-

mon in such circumstances.  Re-

cently, before installing a bathroom 

vanity, I searched the web for right 

angle drivers.  I settled on a Bosch 

PS10.  It was consistently ranked 

high and was 40% off because it was 

factory reconditioned through CPO. 

The features I liked were: 

Small size fits into tight places. 

A head that pivots and locks at 

five angles.  This helped working 

around drawer slides. 

Variable speed trigger. 

Clutch to control screw depth. 

Reverse for backing out screws. 

Quick change chuck.  This is a 

very low profile chuck , helping 

you get into tight places.  All stan-

dard hex drivers fit into it.  

Lithium battery.  It comes with 

two ~12 v batteries and charger.  

The specifications indicate a 

charge will drive 100 3ò screws. 

Features I didnôt care for were: 

No light.  This would have been 

very helpful working in the re-

cesses of the cabinet. 

One downside of the chuck is that 

to drill with it you need bits with 

hex shanks. 

Lowest clutch setting was too ag-

gressive (drove screws too deep 

into soft woods). 
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I have heard of snipe and seen 

its effect when using my 

sander and planer.  What ex-

actly is snipe and what is caus-

ing it?  

Snipe is the result of the workpiece 

not being held securely to the table 

as it starts to feed into the cutter or 

sanding drum and again at the end 

of the run.  (See upper right hand 

drawing.)  At the start or end of the 

process the workpiece is held to the 

table by only one of the feed rollers 

and the cutting or sanding action 

tries to lift the work off the table re-

sulting in a deeper cut.  Once the 

workpiece is under both feed rollers 

the depth of cut is constant. ð Rollie 

How can I reduce the amount 

of snipe I get with these two 

machines?  

Snipe can be reduced by offering 

good support for the board as it 

feeds into the machine and as it 

leaves the machine.  I lift up on the 

board to help lever the wood onto 

the table until the second feed roller 

can grab it.  Don't lift too hard 

though. The feed rollers are spring 

loaded and you can actually lift the 

board off the table.  Raising the far 

ends of the planer tables can induce 

a bit of up pressure.  I raise my ta-

bles high enough that putting a long 

straightedge through the machine 

results in 1/8ò or better gap between 

the main table and the straightedge.  

Make sure the tables stay flush 

where they meet. 

Total elimination of snipe requires a 

bit more work.  Pieces of scrap at 

least a foot longer than the work-

piece and at least as thick as the 

workpiece can be attached to each 

side of the workpiece, centered so 

that there is an equal 6ò extension 

on each end.  (See drawing to the 

right.)  Joint one face of the assem-

bly. Then run it through the planer 

Editorôs Note 

Email (newsletter@thecmwa.com), mail (Glenn Street, 1806 Danielle Drive, St. Cloud, MN  56301) or call Glenn 

(253-4038) if you have a question for Rollie.  Donôt worry about making spelling or grammatical errors.  Ques-

tions will be edited if needed. 

Ask  Ro l l i e  

with the flat side down.  The scrap 

extensions will be under the outfeed 

roller before the cutter gets to the 

workpiece, holding it tight to the ta-

ble and eliminating any snipe.  I 

typically glue my side pieces on and 

then rip them off after planing, but 

they could be held in place by brads. 

ð Rollie  

Cutter head/sanding drum  

Roller and compression spring 

Unsupported 

board being 

lifted  

Workpiece 

Scrap Extensions 
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Quar te r  Sawn Benches  ð Jack  Ke l l y  

Last year while visiting my friend, Ron, in their Mt. Shasta, California mountain home, we admired his quarter sawn 

red oak dining table.  The seven foot long table was well over 100 years old and in superb condition.  He asked if I 

would help him build two simple benches for it.  I immediately agreed, but insisted that they wouldnôt be so simple 

because his beautiful antique table demanded respect for its beauty and superb workmanship. We simply couldnôt 

hammer together picnic type benches for this project. 

We finally decided that Ron and his wife would travel to Minnesota in August for a bench making holiday (actually 

five days).  In the meantime, I recruited Glenn (our newsletter editor) to help.  He generously invited us to use his 

new shop for the project because mine was much too small for such a large undertaking.  He and his wife Nancy also 

provided expert design advice and much free labor. 

The project required 140 board feet of 8/4 quarter  sawn red oak from Renneberg Hardwoods.  The legs of each 100 

pound bench were joined by gluing the m into 3/4ò deep by 1-5/8ò wide mortises in the  seat and back.  The benches 

were stained (light walnut) and varnished by our wives (Doris & Evelyn) using five coats of wipe-on polyurethane. 

Last week Ron and Evelyn loaded the seven foot long benches into their van and headed back to California.  Upon 

arrival they phoned to report how much they loved their new benches.  One of the benches is pictured below. 



 

6 

 

Upcoming  Events  

September 15, Wednesday, 7 pm, CMWA Monthly Meeting (Identifying Wood), Sauk Rapids-Rice Middle 

School (no Board Meeting this month).  

September 18, Saturday, 9-11:30 am, 1st Annual Swap Meet at Gary Mrozekôs (see last page of this newsletter).  

Hereôs a chance to clean up your workshop and recycle unused items and/or acquire new ones. Bring your tools, 

equipment and supplies to sell, swap and/or buy.  All items are welcome. Youôre responsible for your own trans-

actions and display tables if needed.  Use the driveway to unload only.  Weather permitting weôll set up on the 

lawn and in the garage.  All CMWA members and guests are welcome to participate.  A 5% donation of your to-

tal sales would be appreciated.  Proceeds will to go to the Woodturnerôs Group Resource Library.  Coffee and 

doughnuts will be served. 

October 20, Wednesday, (Evolution of Kitchen Design- Tim Revis), St. Cloud Public Library.  

Job  Oppor tun i t y  

I recently purchased an old steel wheel wagon from a local 

farmer.  I'd like to use the wagon for decoration on our farm 

but noticed after removing the box that the wagon running 

gear (wood) is in pretty bad shape.  Can you recommend 

someone that I can contact that may be interested in replac-

ing the rotted parts of the running gear? Some pieces are very 

standard in size and shape.  Others will require some tooling 

such as the axles.  I can be contacted at bwwlang@live.com.ð

Brent Lang 

For  Sa le  

I am closing my business and selling walnut and cherry. 

I can be contacted at elspiegs@comcast.net .ðLes Spiegel 

Myth  o r  Fac t?  ( gs )  

Have you ever heard that if you wire a motor with 220 v instead of 110 v, it will cost 

less to run?  Is this true or false?  It is FALSE.  The power company charges us for 

electrical power (kilowatts).  A motor will use the same electrical power under a 

given load regardless of how it is wired.  So, our cost is the same.  How can this be if 

we wire it up to twice the voltage (220)?  Power is the product of voltage and current.  

When you double the voltage, the current is cut in half.  So the product (power) is the 

same.  For example, 220 v times 4 amperes is 880; the same power as 110 v times 8 

amperes.  This explains why you can run a motor when wired 

to 220 v on a lower amperage circuit and smaller wire.  For 

example, with its 3 HP dust collector, Oneida Air Systems lists 

14.5 amps when wired at 220 v and 29 amps when the same 

motor is wired at 110 v: two different voltages and currents, 

but the same power, and hence cost. 

https://mail.stcloudstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=678b1619cd064809909a2b5902b6f824&URL=mailto%3aelspiegs%40comcast.net
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Please support 

our sponsors by 

patronizing their 

businesses.  


