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The CMWA is a group of men and women from around the St. Cloud, Minnesota
area who share a common interest in the art and business of woodworking. We
meet monthly and share information, techniques and topics of interest in the area
of woodworking.
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This week | received an email from
CMWA member Lou Czarnowski. Lou
is setting up a new shop and was curious™
about the current crop of tablesaws and
what to look for when buying one. The
request got me t hi twWebSite Manager:  Darren McKeever
the most important feature to look for : .

| |
when buying a tablesaw. Is it the motor,
the fence, the trunions? While those are all important attributes, the single | Dues:  $30
most important feature on a new tablesaw is the riving knife. Mail to: CMWA
PO Box 1955
St. Cloud, MN 56302-1955
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A riving knife is a thin metal blade that mounts on the saw arbor assembly
directly behind the saw blade. The knife is curved to match the outside ,

edge of the saw blade and mount s a—E—een—euﬁ—tLHé—a—W—a—y—f—H—mt
The important function of a riving knife is that it stays close to the saw * Infor.matlonaltl monthly program in-
bl ade throughout the bladebs tr aveIcludlnlg]%e{’r_]warsh%eistsRegkersand
differ from splitters in that a splitter is mounted at a fixed height and does demgnstratlons and hands-on
not tilt with the blade. The bl ade>#H8Ves away fromj|t

ered, opening a gap between the splitter and the back of the blade. * Instructlv.e.monthly neyvsletters
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Why is a riving knife so important? Steve Gass, the owner of Sawstop, and || following suppliers: Acme Tools,
were chatting about tablesaw safety at one of the trade shows a couple off Youngblood Lumber, Renneberg
years ago and Steve mentioned that when he was doing research into tablef L umber é

saw accidents he found that 60 percent of serious hand injuries with a ta-
blesaw were the result of kick-back, a situation where the blade catches and
thrusts the workpiece back toward the operator. Kick-back happens when tive riving knife on a tablesaw. There
the workpiece comes in contact with the exposed back teeth on the saw have been a few attempts from after-
blade; the teeth dig into the workpiece, lifting it off the table and propelling  market sources but they have fallen by
it with significant force. Kick-back typi cal |l y happe ntse waysidef @epdral Ihtdrrationalyo u

l'ift your hand off the workpiece b éefsakieforitstoler cabimesgwgs &ut
knife eliminates any contact between the workpiece and the back of the it runs about 600 bucks. One system

blade, and that goes a long way towards saving your fingers. that might prove useful is the BORK

system (www.theborkstore.com). I
have never used one or even seen one
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Unfortunately there is virtually no effective way of retrofitting a truly effec-



http://www.theborkstore.com
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in real life, but the system has received some OK reviews. The system only fits a handful of different saws, but if you
happen to have one of the saws it fits, the device might be worth installing.

All tablesaws designed after 2008 are required to have riving knives and all tablesaws manufactured will have to have
riving knives after 2012. There are a number of new saws on the market that have riving knives, so if you are consid-
ering the purchase of a new saw make sure you get one that has a riving knife. Your fingers will thank you.

What in the world is Rollie
doing?

Visit the following Fine Woodworking blog
(webpage) to see what others said.

http://www.finewoodworking.com/item/38179/

caption-contest-win-a-commandmax-sprayer?
utm_source=email&utm_medium=eletter&utm_cont

ent=20110613 nick-offerman&utm_campaign=fine -
woodworking

My favorite was: nLet
oxide. i
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August CMWA Meeting 0 gs m

Woodwarker's Association

Three show-and-t e | | items were shown at the meeting. Lenny M
tive attention to detail is evident in the photograph below of the model tractor.

Albany Pioneer Days

The 37th Annual Albany Pioneer Days will be held September 16 -18 on the
north side of Albany, MN. Gates open 8 am on Friday and 7 am on Saturday

and Sunday. No closing times were listed. Admission fees are $8/day or $15

for a season pass. Kids 12 and under are free.

A whole variety of demonstrations and displays are scheduled including lum-
ber mill, shingle mill, flour mill, threshing show, rug weaving, quilting and
much more. A flea market will also be part of the weekend.

For more information contact Lenny Merdan or call 320 -845 -7410.
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Charlie Gunderson showed a wooden plane (Jatoba insert) he recently made. See picture below. Itis a laminated design
he saw in a woodworking publication. He also brought an interesting tray he made with attractive arched Sapele han-

dles, as shown below.
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August CMWA Meeting (cont.)

One of our members, John Wilson, has recently developed a router base for a Dremel tool as shown below (silver por-
tion) and for which he has a patent pending. John described his experiences developing and patenting the base.

John then demonstrated the use of his Dremel router base
on a bowl. Prior to the meeting he had turned a large
bowl. On the outside of the bowl John had adhered red
paper leaf patterns (all the same size, orientation and
equally spaced) around the perimeter of the bowl as
shown in the photograph below.

He had already turned two grooves above and below the
leaf patterns so that he would end up with smooth top and
bottom borders.

After freehand routing around two of the leaves at the
meeting, he used a sharp blade to make beveled grooves
along the main stem structures of the leaves.

The hand routed space between leaves ended up with an

seen in the photograph below.

The final step in his demonstration was the removal of the
red paper leaf templates. As pictured on the next page,
John used a chisel and his fingers to do this.

Above: John freehand routing a bowl
with a standard Dremel fit with his sil-
ver router base and a carbide bit.

Right: A sharp carving knife is being
used to create a beveled groove along
the main stem structure of a leaf.

attractive, yet subtle Ahanc
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August CMWA Meeting (cont.)

Above: Paper template being removed
with a chisel.

Left: Attendees watching a live, closeup
projection of John working on the bowl.

Bel ow: The first il
turned, routed and carved.




